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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduction of speakers and discuss the key goals of the session:Better understanding of food desertsHave a clear idea of how communities are addressing this issueLinkages back to half day session of food systemsBonus: Connect this topic back to community development, distribution of resources, environmental justice The session will be organized in three parts:Presentations from each speakerModerated discussionInteractive exercises with the audience



One Measure of Food Availability 

Source: andymangold via Flickr 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are many way to document and measure the problem of food deserts. There have been studies in a variety of cities including Chicago, Baltimore, San Francisco and other. This image illustrates the prevalence of fringe food outlets, rather than mainstream grocers. There are very few, if any, places in this section of Baltimore to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables. The table has been replicated in neighborhoods around the city, and similar measures can be made elsewhere. 



Food Options in the Inner City 

Source: Meg Stewart via Flickr 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many cities, especially those with large areas of disinvestment, have long histories of only offering the type of grocer shown here as a typical type of business that serves communities in food deserts. These businesses provide an important neighborhood function, yet, usually do not ease the food desert. 



Food Balance Theory 

Source:  Mari Gallagher Research and Consulting, Food Desert and Food Balance 
Community Fact Sheet, 2010 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The consulting firm, Mari Gallagher Research and Consulting has studied food deserts in a variety of communities, most notably in Chicago and Washington, DC. This graphic illustrates the Food Balance Theory, which measures the number of mainstream grocers and fringe stores (those without healthy options). It’s a useful tool for understanding where assets are located and how these assets (or lack thereof) affect community health.



Food Deserts: Urban to Rural  

Source: USDA via Flickr 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many communities track food deserts by mapping their locations and developing public policies based on this information. Most research that has been developed about food deserts is confined to urban areas. However, there are plenty of examples to note that food deserts can be found in suburban and rural communities as well.



Changing Market Conditions 

Source: Dvortygirl via Flickr 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The grocer market is volatile even though food is a durable good, which every household needs. Stores come and go. This image reminds us that the closing of a grocery store can have a profound impact on the dynamic of community residents and their ability to lead healthy lives. 



Healthy Alternatives 

Source: DC Central Kitchen via Flickr 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many organizations are finding ways to bring fresh produce to communities through a variety of programs and initiatives (Laura and Alphonzo will talk about their programs. Here, the DC Central Kitchen has created an access point for area residents to eat healthy food. 



Access to Healthy Foods 

Source: Vis-a-v via Flickr 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once more, healthy foods should be an integral part of every resident. Citizens, local governments, non-profits, and private companies can all play a roll in providing resources to those who need it. Given the emphasis on health by this Administration, its useful to point out the continuum of effort for this issue to address public health concerns from Let’s Move to individual efforts. For instance, Peapod has worked to provide access to healthy foods to those in need. 
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